
My Sister’s Circle is a comprehensive 

relationship-based program designed 

to mentor girls from disadvantaged 

Baltimore neighborhoods during their 

challenging transition to middle school, 

throughout high school,  

and into college. Kayaking with Ultimate Watersports

in MySister’sCircle

2009 Events
The following events were made 
possible by the abundant generosity 
of many individuals and organizations 
within the Baltimore community. We 
thank you for your continued support!

•	 On a beautiful day in July, the girls and 
mentors had a ball learning to kayak 
with their patient and encouraging 
instructor, Tom Melito. A very special 
thanks to Hal Ashman and Ultimate 
Watersports for sponsoring the day!

•	 The Johns Hopkins University’s 
Multicultural Sorority hosted Valentine’s 
Day – Salsa Style! 

•	 Our students-turned-artisans designed 
colorful beaded earrings at our popular 
Jewels and Gems workshop. MSC 
is grateful to Jo-Ann Aiken with the 
Adornment Craft Center and Gallery and 
to Sherry Strovel for hosting this event.

•	 At the Lyric’s DRUMLine Live, the 
girls experienced the black marching 
band tradition on a theatrical stage 
with a large cast of performers from 
several historically black colleges and 
universities.

•	 MSC took an exciting studio tour of 
WBAL-TV and watched the noon 

newscast live with Mindy 
Basara! Many thanks to 

Assignment Editor Jessica 
Rahn for organizing  
the day.

•	 Maryvale Preparatory School students 
planned and hosted a wonderful 
afternoon of Halloween crafts and 
activities for MSC girls. This is always a 
favorite outing!

•	 A busload of MSC girls, parents, and 
mentors went to Howard University 
to take part in MSNBC’s About Our 
Children live broadcast featuring 
Bill Cosby. With gratitude to Erin Grant, 
Michelle Bernard and the Independent 
Women’s Forum for generously 
providing, transportation, tickets, and a 
thrilling chance to sit on stage!

•	 High school students enjoyed a 
lovely Dining Etiquette Luncheon 
at the Oregon Grille. Beforehand, the 
girls discussed etiquette for personal 
introductions, phone calls, texting, 
using the internet, appropriate dress, 
responding to invitations, sending thank 
you notes, body language, and more. 
Thanks to Peggy Schapiro for hosting  
this session.



• 	MSC’s phenomenal Director of College 
Counseling, Blair White, hosted a 
College Workshop for Seniors as 
well as a Get-Together for MSC 
Graduates. Blair guides MSC’s college 
bound students through the challenging 
college selection and application 
process. She compiles individualized lists 
of “best fit” institutions, takes students 
to campuses, assists with essays, writes 
personal recommendations, guides 
students and their families with the 
financial aid process, and more. She also 
reaches out to MSC’s current college 
students to ensure their continued 
success. 

• 	During a hugely successful GirlTalk 
session, students discussed Rihanna and 
Chris Brown’s media buzz. This led into 
a powerful conversation about healthy 
and unhealthy relationships in their 
own lives. MSC is grateful to Marie Lilly 
from Turn Around, Inc. for facilitating the 
conversation and MSC mentor, Veronica 
Johnson, for hosting the luncheon.

• 	In The 7 Habits of Highly Successful 
Teens workshop, students were 
introduced to Sean Covey’s seven 
principles designed to successfully 
overcome challenging situations. Much 
appreciation to Peter R. O’Dunne of 
Mid-Atlantic Rubber Co. for leading the 
session and to Roland Park Presbyterian 
Church for opening their doors for  
the day.

• 	MSC’s Annual Holiday Party was held 
at Maryvale Preparatory School for Girls 
in their beautifully decorated castle. 
Thank you to Ruth Coleman and her 
colleagues at T. Rowe Price as well as 
Cheryl Karcher and the team at PMA 
Insurance Group for providing holiday 
gifts for the girls!
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• 	MSC is honored to partner with 
CENTERSTAGE throughout the year. 
This year’s outstanding performances 
included Fabulation, The Re-education 
of Undine, Caroline or Change, The 
Importance of Being Earnest, and most 
recently, Around the World in 80 Days. 
The fabulous Julianne Franz has invited 
students to write critiques on some 
of the shows, which will be posted on 
CENTERSTAGE’s website.

• 	Ten successful panelists shared their 
background and experiences in our 
second annual College and Career 
Workshop. Many thanks to these 
speakers as well as the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation for use of their beautiful 
space. The girls left with ideas about 
where they might want to go to school 
or what careers might interest them.

Genesee Valley Outdoor Learning Center

Visit to Calvert School

MSC Welcomes  
New Mentors
Many impressive volunteers joined 
the circle at MSC’s annual New 
Mentor Orientation. Many thanks 
to Hunter Haines, our respected 
in-house trainer and consultant, 
for leading this session.  Culinary 
thanks to Robert Haines, our 
beloved in-house chef, for the 
delicious homemade muffins!  MSC 
is grateful to Blue Cross Blue Shield 
for providing us with a top-notch 
training facility.

“�So many times I converse with 
acquaintances of my past and they 
congratulate me on staying in school. They 
seem surprised that I am not yet a mother 
or pregnant. They seem almost in awe that 
I am going to college, but to me that’s just 
how it’s supposed to be. A lot of the young 
girls will really understand how much of an 
impact MSC has had on them when they 
get older. I’m leaving for Temple University 
tomorrow and I am really excited. I don’t 
know where I would be today with the 
many helping hands along the way.”

— Antinnea Skipworth, MSC Graduate
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We extend a special thank you 
to the St. Paul’s Lower and 
Middle Schools for raising 
$7,818 for MSC through their 
school Fun Run!

My Sister’s Circle gratefully acknowledges the following 
donors whose generous support is funding our success! 
January – November ‘09
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“�Have you ever been to Echo Hill? I have!  Echo Hill is a summer 
camp and I was there for two weeks…My friends and I went 
water skiing, swamp mucking, and belly boarding. We even 
went sailing, motor boating and made ceramics. At night we 
slept in cabins and we could hear deer running and raccoons 
fighting. We always heard birds…Looking back, I think it 
was a good and fun experience. A lot of people do not get 
the chance to go and my scholarship helped me to go. If I 
had the chance to change something, I would not have gone 
swamp mucking. It was disgusting. Overall it was still a great 
experience and I plan to go back this summer.”

— Terra Fields, MSC Student

Terra is one of 30 girls who benefited from a summer camp, 
job, or leadership program, this year. A special thanks to 
Ira Miller for Camp Puh’Tok, Towson Rotary for RYLA at 
Camp Letts, Baltimore Educational Scholarship Trust, Camp 
Opequon, Camp Rim Rock, Camp St. Charles, Camp Wright, 
Echo Hill, Irvine Nature Center, and Johns Hopkins Space 
Telescope Institute.



MSC Welcomes New Students!
MSC is pleased to welcome fourteen new 
fifth grade girls from Dallas F. Nicholas 
and Abbottson Elementary Schools.  
Weekly leaders meet with the girls every 
Wednesday from 4:30 – 6:00 pm at their 
schools.  We invite you to visit us anytime.

Holiday Cheer
MSC matched a record number of families 
with holiday sponsors again this past 
season.  We are thankful to the businesses 
and families who provided food baskets 
and/or gifts to so many grateful families.  
Please contact us if you would like to 
sponsor a family this year.

“I was truly overwhelmed by all that Price 
Modern, LLC did for my family over the 
holidays.  I wish you could’ve seen my 
children’s faces on Christmas morning.  We 
have never received any sort of help and 
couldn’t believe people would be so kind.  
Right now, my kids are outside rollerblading 
and bike riding, both new gifts.  And we got 
two heavenly hams, even pre-sliced!”      

—Candace, MSC Mother

PO Box 84 
Timonium, MD 21094
www.mysisterscircle.org
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MSC 5th grade girls present their vision boards

Interested??

Would you like to learn more about

My Sister’s Circle?

Would you like to become a mentor?

Would you like to contribute?

Do you have ideas you’d like to share?

Call us! (410) 458-3199

visit our website 

www.mysisterscircle.org  

or email mysisterscircle@verizon.net
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“I�t is great because it brings us together.”  
—Shawnbria

“It is so awesome.”  —Taylor

“�It helps us by… if we have problems and 
our minds are sad, what we say, it stays in 
the circle.”  —Michele

“�I like the juice boxes.  It’s not just a 
serious place, but a place you can have 
fun.”  — Brianna

“�My Sister’s Circle helps us express our 
feelings.”  —Jasmine
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Media Buzz
MSC was highlighted in the local and 
national news this year, including 
NBC Nightly News with Brian 
Williams and The Today Show.   
MSC Executive Director and Founder, 
Heather Harvison, was also chosen 
by The Daily Record as an Influential 
Marylander in 2009.


